
As Bishop of the Diocese of Marquette, my
responsibility is to shepherd the people of
God in the Diocese of Marquette. I share
this responsibility with our priests, with
whom I have a fraternal bond in Christ. In
different ways, I share this with our religious
and lay persons. All of us have roles and

responsibilities to continue the saving mission of Christ.

I was ordained a Catholic priest in 1990, and this was a joyous and
heartwarming occasion for my family, friends, and parishioners. I
knew that God’s call grew stronger and more clear after college and
during graduate school. I said yes.

I was ordained and installed as the twelfth bishop for the Diocese of
Marquette on January 25, 2006. The events which led to my becom-
ing a bishop were full of grace and I’m still taking it all in. Pope
Benedict named me bishop, for our diocese, in which I had already
served for fifteen years. For a time, I was the youngest bishop in the
country. . . some said a “baby bishop.” I know that God is working
through me for the greater good of His will. With a deep faith and
trust in God, I will continue to say yes.

I hope that my short vocation story is helpful as you discern and
respond to God’s call in your life of faith. This website will provide
you with some answers to your questions and provide direction and
contact information. Have you ever thought about becoming a
priest? If so, have faith and trust in God’s plan for you. Say yes.

A note from Bishop Sample
on becoming a priest


